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RURAL BY-ELECTION
GUIDE ON COMPLETION OF GRID PAPER

The Home Affairs Department (HAD) will prepare a full colour Introduction to Candidates for the Rural By-election. This leaflet will carry the candidate
number as shown on the ballot paper, colour photograph, name, age, occupation and email address/website of each candidate, together with a text or an illustration
provided by each candidate relating to his/her electoral message or candidature. The leaflet will be sent to each elector of that Rural Area, while an enlarged copy of

the Introduction to Candidates will be displayed at the polling station on the polling day for easy reference of electors.

How to Complete the Grid Paper

2. A candidate who wishes to have his/her particulars printed on the Introduction to Candidates' should carefully fill in the attached grid paper in accordance
with the instructions detailed below. The grid paper will be directly reproduced for printing. Candidate can only fill in the particulars on the grid paper provided by
the HAD. Any photocopied or revised grid paper or anything placed outside the blue-lined area on the grid paper will NOT be accepted.

(a) The personal particulars shown on the grid paper MUST be in black, and typed, printed by computer or hand-written in clear font with a FINE ball pen.  If

the grid paper is completed with colour other than black, the colour of the relevant text will be converted to black with poorer printing effect.

(b) The name of the candidate in both Chinese and English should be filled in (unless not applicable). Candidate may opt to provide other personal
particulars (photograph, age®, occupation, email address/website and electoral message). To avoid confusion, information provided by candidate, such as
occupation and email address, might not be printed on the Introduction to Candidates if it is inconsistent with the information stated in the nomination

form.

(c) The colour photograph of the candidate must be taken full face and not larger than 50mm x 40mm (2 x 1 5/8 inches) in size. The photograph must have a
plain background in colour of white, light blue or light pink. Background with fluorescent or gradient colours should not be used. The photograph
should be taken within the last 6 months. For better printing quality, candidate is recommended to use photofinishing paper. Photographs printed by
inkjet or laser printer should be avoided. The HAD reserves the right to adjust the image on the photograph. The photograph should be affixed to the
specified position on the grid paper and another 2 identical copies of colour photographs should be submitted with the attached label supplied affixed to the
back of each copy and the name of the candidate in Chinese and English (unless not applicable) and the name of the Rural Committee and Rural Area in
which the candidate contests written thereon. When candidate completes the electronic grid paper, the photograph type must be in JPEG format. If
captured by scanner (600dpi), the photograph size is 50mm(H) x 40mm(W). If captured by digital camera, the image size is at least 1600px(H) x
1200px(W). Besides, candidate should not upload the electronic grid paper captured by scanner, so as to avoid lowering the quality of the photograph.

(d) The type of information to be included inside the blue-lined area on the grid paper below the caption “Electoral Message” may include any information
relating to the electoral message or candidature of the candidate, emblem and particulars of the supporting political party or organization, etc. If any
emblem or particulars of the supporting political party or organization is/are included, candidate should ensure that prior written consent of the party or
organization concerned has been obtained. There is no restriction on the language, number of words, illustrations and colour to be used. However,
candidate should note that some electors may only be familiar with either the Chinese or English language and they are equally entitled to be informed of
the above information. Any logo or illustrations to be included under “Electoral Message” should preferably be in line work or simple presentation for
better image quality on reproduction. If the field for “Electoral Message” on the grid paper is left blank, the words “Relevant information has not been

provided by the candidate” will be printed in the space provided for electoral message on the Introduction to Candidates.

(e) If the grid paper contains any content in a language other than Chinese and English, candidate should enclose the translation of such content in Chinese or
English in order to ensure that it contains materials relating only to his/her candidature of the candidate at this Election (the translation will NOT be

included in the Introduction to Candidates).
(f) For enquiries, please call the Rural Representative Election Hotline at 2152 1521.

Submission of Grid Paper

3. The completed grid paper together with 2 additional colour photographs of the candidate which are identical to the one affixed to the grid paper (with the
label supplied affixed to the back of each copy and the name of the candidate in Chinese and English and the name of the Rural Committee and Rural Area in which the
candidate contests written thereon as required in paragraph (2)(c) above) should be submitted to the Returning Officer at the time of submitting the nomination form or
before the end of the nomination period (i.e. on or before 5 pm, 17 April 2026). If the photographs and/or the text or illustration relating to the electoral message or
candidature are not submitted before the said deadline, the relevant information will NOT be included in the Introduction to Candidates. Candidate may submit the
electronic grid paper through the Rural Representative Election e-Submission Platform (https:/rrevoter.had.gov.hk/remis/ESubmissionPlatformDS.jsp?lang=en).
Candidate should read this Guide together with the notes and content of the grid paper, and ensure the e-Form is duly completed and signed. Also, candidate should

submit the 2 identical colour photographs as the one attached on the electronic grid paper to the Returning Officer in person by the end of nomination period.

4. Candidate should ensure the completeness and accuracy of the information provided. The Returning Officer and the HAD will not accept any request for
correction or addition to the grid paper made after the end of nomination period. The contents, nature and presentation of a candidate’s message in the Introduction to
Candidates are exclusively the idea and creation of the candidate himself/herself. They will not be subject to alteration or editing by the HAD unless they are
considered to be obscene, immoral, indecent, offensive, defamatory, unlawful, or contain information not relating to the promotion of the candidature of the candidate

concerned.

!'If a candidate does not submit the grid paper, the Introduction to Candidates will only show the name of the candidate and his/her candidate number as shown on the
ballot paper, and the words “Relevant information has not been provided by the candidate” will be printed in the space provided for electoral message.

2 The age should be completed in Arabic numerals.
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